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There are thus needs for expansion 
within the existing organisation of 
academic studies, but it seems certain 
that new developments in University 
work will, before very long, increase the 
need for trained phoneticians and for 
facilities for phonetics work. The chief 
of these will be a demand for the teach, 
ing of Asiatic and Pacific languages. It 
i;:. quite obvious that, for a multitude of 
reasons, Australia and the Australians will 
have more and more to do with the 
countries and peoples which are our im­
mediate neighbours in the North, and that 
this will accelerate the moves at present be, 
ing made in various academic quarters to, 
wards the study of Oriental Languages. 
lt is also evident that students will need 
a more practical knowledge of these 
languages than do our students of French 
and German - in other words, speaking 
and understanding will be of the first im­
portance, and phonetics will become a 
vital part of language,teaching. 
Another important, though more ex, 
dusively academic, stimulus to practical 
linguistic work may well come from the 
development of anthropology in Austra, 
lia and the Pacific lands. The modern 
anthropologist, who studies living cul, 
tures, has a special need for the ability to 
learn, quickly and reliably, the languages 
- almost always unwritten - of the 
tribes and peoples which he is to study. 
This calls for a specialised linguistic traiw 
ing. It is a fact that the greatest stimulus 
tc development in phonetics and in general 
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linguistics has come, in recent years, from 
the needs of anthropology. We may 
reasonably hope for the development of 
vigorous schools of anthropology in this 
country before the lapse of many years. 
Such a development will call for increased 
work in phonetics and linguistics, and will 
enrich and stimulate these studies. 
It would be possible to write at length 
on other fields of activity (such as speech­
therapy and telephonic communication) 
which can benefit from the development 
of specialised work in phonetics at the 
University, but a brief mention must 
suffice. It is hoped that enough has been 
said to give a general picture of the 
present work, its usefulness, and its pos­
sible future expansion. 
The Fryer Memoria[ Library of AustraHan Literature 
F. W. Robinson, M.A., Ph.D., Associate-Professor of English 
The University of Queensland is com­
paratively young, but its history is by 
no means without inspiration for us. The 
trouble is we do not know our history. 
Here is one story from it. 
When the writer reported for duty in 
the Department of English in February, 
1923, two things made an immediate im, 
=--.-;;;.....;;._......;._p'-r""'ession. First, he was asked by the Head 
of the Department to begin the study of 
Australian literature as part of the first 
year course of English; secondly, he was 
greatly impressed by the very real grief 
among staff and students over the recent 
death from the effects of poison gas of 
Lieutenant Denis Fryer of the First A.I.F., 
the week before his Final Honours ex' 
aminations. These two events soon had a 
common result. 
On all the evidence, Queensland was 
the first University in Australia to in, 
elude Australian Literature in its set 
courses. Incidentally also, Professor 
Stable and Mr. A. E. M. Kirwood were 
busy in J 923 collecting ·publications of 
Queensland verse and making an Aw 
thology from them for the Brisbane Cew 
tenary celebrations in 1924. Shortly 
afterwards Professor Stable published 
The Bond of Poetry-a school anthology 
in which the verse which was nearest in · 
time and place to the pupil came first in 
the book. The principle was: "from the 
present backwards, from Australia out, 
vnrds." In other words, Australian verse 
was made to take its place in union and 
competition with that of the great tradi­
tion of English Literatµre. It was a new 
principle, but has been used frequently 
since. 
With the University course the chief 
difficulty was the acquisition of Austra' 
lian books. Departmental library grants 
were mere pittances in those missionary 
days, and with such a vast field as Eng­
lish Literature (not to mention all other 
modern literatures) there was little left 
for Australian purchases. Perhaps ten 
pounds had been spent on them in the 
first ten years of the University's exist, 
ence. In 1926, however, the Union of 
students adopted the "Student Benefac, 
tions plan," to encourage the making of 
small as well as large benefactions by 
graduates and undergraduates to their 
Alma Mater. 
The University Dramatic Society was 
inspired by this plan to do something to 
perpetuate the memory of their late Vice, 
President, "Chut'' Fryer. Fryer, I had 
found out meanwhile, was not only a man 
of high mental capacity, but he had 
strong qualities of character which in, 
spired affection as well as respect among 
his fellow students. The Dramatic Society 
could only offer £10, but with this sum the 
Fryer Memorial Library of Australian 
Literature was established early in 1927. 
It was to be attached to the Department 
of English,. to be a reading and reference 
library only (old books and pamphlets 
are so easily lost if once removed from 
their pla·ce, and then they cannot be re, 
placed), and to contain not only all books 
_ which might be called works of Australian 
Literature, but also "background" books of 
Australia which might inspire or give 
material for creative writing. It was 
moreover to be catalogued and displayed 
in chronological sequences, and classified 
under its own choice of headings, which 
would allow students of all faculties by 
visual inspection to find themselves 
quickly at home among Australian books. 
The initial gift of the Dramatic Society 
was soon supported by other student 
gifts in money or in kind, and by the 
rules anybody who so wishes can make 
gifts to the Fryer memorial in his name 
and memory, or in memory of those on 
the University Roll of Honour. 
The search for books led one far 
afield. Even to,day, try to get together 
in Australia a representative collection of 
Australian literature, and see what SUC' 
cess you will have! Grubby second, 
hand shops were ransacked for volumes 
in three capitals. One had to climb a 
20-foot ladder to find Furphy's book, 
Rigby's Romance, for 2/-; it took three 
years to acquire G. B. Barton's Literature 
zn New South Wales (1866), the first at­
tempt to write a history of Australian 
Literature. A lucky strike was David 
Bum's Plays and Fugitive Pieces (1842) 
-the first publication of drama in Aus, 
tralia. Another was an 1823 copy of 
Mackworth Praed's Cambridge Prize 
poem Australasia which beat W. C. 
Wentworth's poem in the same competi, 
tion. The Fryer has the latter also, in a 
republication of 1873. We have not got 
the few pages of Barron Field 's First 
Fruits of Australian Poetry published in 
1819, but only the enlarged edition of 
182 5.  The first, if obtainable, would cost 
about £200. Slowly, and through all 
sorts of channels, quite a fair collection of 
earlier works was got together-only just 
in time, for in the last 2 5 years these 
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earlier works have almost disappeared 
from the market. There was less success 
with more modern works, chiefly because 
available funds were so small. 
A major change came with the re, 
moval of the Faculty of Arts to St. Lucia 
in 1949. Instead of space in a balcony 
class-room and a lecturer's study, as in 
George Street, the Fryer now had a 
handsome room, 30 feet long, under the 
doisters of the main St. Lucia building. In 
this, divided into sections by projecting 
bookcases and with a display case in the 
centre bay, the library is conveniently 
housed and may expand for at least some 
years to come. A happy suggestion was 
adopted, that the Arts staff should mark 
the beginning of Univeristy teaching at 
St. Lucia by a gift to the Fryer Library, 
a University foundation having a general 
appeal to all Australian students. More 
than forty pounds was received, and has 
been expended mainly on books on Aus­
tralian Art. More recently the Faculty 
of Arts allotted to this Library the in­
terest on its Student Benefaction Faculty 
Fund accumulated during the war years. 
This amount is being spent on filling- up 
gaps in Australian poetry and fiction. 
Finally, while student gifts are still most 
desirable and are continuing, the Senate 
has for the last three years made a yearly 
grant to ensure that the purchase of con, 
temporary Australian publications shall 
not be interrupted. 
There are now 2300 books and other 
items in the Fryer Library; 155 6  have 
been added at St. Lucia. We have 42 
volumes of plays, from David Burns to 
Douglas Stewart. Books of verse range 
from Praed and Wentworth to Judith 
Wright and David Campbell, and include 
those of quite a number from our own 
students. Fiction is more or less covered 
from Geoffrey Hamlyn to The Ridge and 
the River. Important "background" 
material includes, besides a large number 
of descriptive and personal books, 20 
works on Central Australia and 48 of 
anthropological interest. A particularly 
valuable work of reference is a complete 
set of Pugh's Queensland Almanac from 
1859 to 1897. This was the set of 
Theophilus Pugh himself, the founder of 
the Almanac. It was presented by his 
descendant, the late J. T. Bale, graduate 
and for some years member of the Uni­
versity Senate. 
Another unique gift came from Queens­
landers resident in Canberra. From a 
Sydney graduate they learned of the 
Fryer Library and expressed the wish to 
give to it something of their father's, who 
as a clergyman had been greatly in­
terested in adolescent education in Bris­
bane before the University was founded. 
The 'something' was a complete set of 
;lrt in Australia. 
For "atmosphere" the Fryer has a few 
aboriginal exhibits, received before the 
fine Anthropological Museum of Dr. 
Winterbotham was given to the Univer­
sity. There are a few stone axes, a nardoo 
seed grinder, a skull from Wessel Islands 
with totemic markings and a garden fer, 
tility figure from Papua. The section of 
a "Leichhardt tree", marked with the 
letter L, has yet to be mounted for dis­
play. A beginning has also been made 
of a "Rogues gallery" of portraits of 
Australian writers, with something of 
their work in manuscript. Among manw 
scripts we have letters of James Brunton 
Stephens. Lastly, arrangements are being 
made with the Darnell Art Gallery for 
the display in the Library of paintings of 
Australian landscapes and portraits. 
It will be seen that as a library of Aus, 
tralian literature the Fryer is still small 
and incomplete. Older Universities prob­
ably have much larger collections. Never­
theless the Fryer Library has attracted 
very great interest in the south, especially 
among Australian writers and others. 
They are impressed by the evidence it 
gives both of student initiative and of 
the University's genuine interest in Aus­
tralian Literature. An open postcard 
froa the late A. G. Stephens contained 
the words: "I like your viewpoint; it's 
not too - English". The adjective 
behind the dash was quite Australian. 
The Fryer Library has through the 
years kept the interest of Fryer's student 
generation, and indeed of members of his 
family, who still make their gifts to it. 
But there is room, or rather urgent need, 
for its continuous support by all Univer­
sity men and women. This applies par­
ticularly to the filling of gaps in fict'.on, 
poetry and complete sets of authors' 
works. Experience has shown that these 
gaps cannot all be filled by purchase from 
second-hand bookshops. Individually the 
books may not be worth much, but 
when placed in an Australian library of 
record and reference, they complete the 
works of, say, Handel Richardson, 
Vance Palmer, William Hay, Mrs. 
Campbell Praed, Tasma, Catherine 
Spence, and acquire a value they do not 
otherwise possess. Of the last four 
names just mentioned the Fryer has only 
three books. Nor has it been able, de­
spite standing orders with book shops 
specialising in Australiana, to get Norman 
Lindsay's Saturdee, Eve Langley's Pea­
pickers, Moore Raymond's Smiley (the 
story of a Queensland boy). We have 
also none of Steele Rudd's famous se-
. quence of Queensland stories, On Our 
Selection . 
The offer of any of these for gift or 
purchase would be most welcome. Nor 
would the acquisition of multiple copies 
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be unwelcome. In fact they are parti­
cularly necessary for a new move now con­
templated - of building up sets of Aus­
tralian books for purpoBes of exchange for 
similar sets of other literature in English, 
those of New Zealand, Canada, South 
Africa, America. 
Here is the final point. The Fryer 
Library was the first to be established of 
four important institutions which now 
exist in the University for the study of 
Australian environment and Australian 
cultural life. The other three . are the 
Darnell Australian Art Gallery, the 
Darnell Pacific Institute, the Anthropolo­
gical Museum. The idea of a "House of 
Australia" at St. Lucia to contain all 
these may be only a dre:i.m or a far-off 
reality; meantime, however, these instru­
ments of national culture are already at 
St. Lucia, waiting to be developed and in­
creasingly to be used by Australian 
students. 
ACADEMIC VACANCIES 
Canberra 
Lecturer 111 Psychology.-Salary is 
£650-£1050 p.a. (plus cost of living allow­
ance). Annual increments of £40. 
Further . pn.rticulars, conditions of ap­
pointment and the summary form which 
must accompany applications, may be ob­
tained from the Registrars of Australian 
and New Zealand Universities and U!lic­
versity Colleges. 
Applications close on Sth November, 
1952, with T. M. Owen, Registrar, Caw 
berra University College, Canberra, 
A.C.T. 
Queensland 
Lecturers in Physiology. - Salaries: 
Chief Lecturer-£A 1250/£A 1 4  50; lee, 
turer (Grade I.) with medical qualifica­
tions-£A 1050/£A12 50; lecturer (Grade 
(I.) without medical qualifications­
£A895/£A1020. All plus cost of living 
allowance. Applications by 15th No­
vember, 1952. 
Professor of Medicine. - Salary : 
£A3000 per annum, plus cost of living 
allowance. Applications by 30th No­
vember, 1952. 
Senior Lecturer in Civil Engineering .­
Salary: £Al050/£Al250, plus cost of liv­
ing allowance. Applications by l 5th 
December, 1952. 
Lecturer (Grade I.) in Law.-Salary: 
£A895/£A1020, plus cost of living allow­
ance. Applications by l 5th November, 
1952. 
Technical Assistant in Department of 
Bacteriology. - Salary : £695 / £895 
(g'iraduate) £695 / £795 (non-graduate), 
plus cost of living allowance. Applica­
tions by 15th November, 1952. 
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